
Carl Sandburg: Prayers for the People 
 

Carl Sandburg played a significant role in early 20th Century American culture by de-
picting its people, especially Midwesterners, as the foundation of American democ-
ratic values. His lecture-recitals generated pride, encouraged responsibility, and 
celebrated diversity at the center of this value system. This performance recovers 
Sandburg's contribution to Great Plains culture by replicating his lecture-recitals and 
focusing on his prairie poems and songs.  Using  poems from Sandburg's Cornhusk-
ers (1918) and Smoke and Steel (1922) and American folk songs from his compilation 
The American Songbag (1927), the performance creates an evening of  word melo-
dies.  Together the poetry and songs demonstrate an American collective voice and 
anthem that is located in the heartland. 
 
Four Nebraska voices collaborate on the program:  Charles Peek, Professor Emeritus 
and orator; Mike Adams, musician and songwriter; Don Welch, poet; Kate Benzel, 
Professor in English. 
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